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SONIC BOOMS 
LIKELY RELATED 
TO TRUMP VISIT 


The North American Aero- 
space Defense Command 
says booms heard across 
Florida on Saturday after- 
noon were likely from two 
F-15 fighter jets protecting 
President Donald Trump as 
he traveled to West Palm 
Beach. A NORAD spokes- 
man said Monday that the 
jets, from the Louisiana 

Air National Guard’s 159th 
Fighter Wing, were not 
responding to any incident 
or intercept. Metro, 1B 


3 Trump accusers 


tell story on NBC 


Appearing Monday on 
Megyn Kelly Today, a former 
Miss USA contestant and 
two other women recount 
details of incidents in which 
they say the future president 
sexually harassed them. 
The White House promptly 
called all the allegations 
false, absurdly timed and 
politically motivated. Mean- 
while, Democratic Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand of New 
York urges Trump to resign 
over the “credible” and 
“numerous” allegations. 
Nation, 2A 


Have a bad airbag? 
Carmaker can help 


With175,000 people 
throughout Tampa Bay still 
driving with defective Takata 
airbags, Fiat Chrysler Auto- 
mobiles U.S. has launched 
Airbag Recall Repair Week, 
which lasts through Sunday. 
The initiative helps Chrysler, 
Dodge, Jeep and Ram Truck 
drivers schedule appoint- 
ments to repair the affected 
airbags for free. 

Business, 4B 


Bucs rumblings 
may precede fall 


Reports that quarterback 
Jameis Winston and head 
coach Dirk Koetter have 
been getting under each 
other's skin, despite deni- 
als, could point to changes 
ahead for 4-9 Tampa Bay, in 
last place in the NFC South. 
Sports, 1C 


Bitter Senate vote 
arrives in Alabama 


Polls show a near dead heat 
as Republican Roy Moore, a 
former judge who has been 
accused of numerous sexu- 
al advances by women who 
were teens at the time, and 
Democrat Doug Jones vie 
today to become the next 
U.S. senator from Alabama. 
With President Donald 
Trump’s full weight behind 
Moore, former President 
Barack Obama and his vice 
president, Joe Biden, stump 
for Jones. 

Nation, 2A 


» 


Warmer 
Pm P m @ 
8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
56° 122 70° 63° 


10% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


» 
Get up and go 


Itching for some- 
q thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 
going on? Worry not. We 
give you the rundown on 
local events at tampabay. 
com/things-to-do. 
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POLITIFACT LIE OF THE YEAR 


RUSSIA AND THE 2016 ELECTION: 
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“This Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made-up story. 
It’s an excuse by the Democrats for having lost an election that 
they should’ve won.” President Donald Trump, in an interview May 11 


BY ANGIE DROBNIC HOLAN | PolitiFact Editor 


mountain of evidence points to a single fact: Russia 
meddled in the U.S. presidential election of 2016. 

In both classified and public reports, U.S. intelligence 
agencies have said Russian President Vladimir Putin 
ordered actions to interfere with the election. Those 
actions included the cyber theft of private data, the 


placement of propaganda against particular candidates, and an over- 
all effort to undermine public faith in the U.S. democratic process. 


Members of Congress, both Demo- 
crats and Republicans, have held open- 
and closed-door hearings to probe Rus- 
sia’s actions. The congressional investi- 
gations are ongoing. 

Facebook, Google and Twitter have 
investigated their own networks, and 
their executives have concluded — in 
some cases after initial foot-dragging — 
that Russia used the online platforms 
in attempts to influence the election. 

After all this, one man keeps saying 
it didn’t even happen. 

“This Russia thing with Trump and 
Russia is a made-up story. It’s an excuse 
by the Democrats for having lost an 
election that they should’ve won,” said 
President Donald Trump in an inter- 
view with NBC’s Lester Holt in May. 

On Twitter in September, Trump 
said, “The Russia hoax continues, now 
it’s ads on Facebook. What about the 
totally biased and dishonest Media cov- 


erage in favor of Crooked Hillary?” 

And during a trip to Asia in Novem- 
ber, Trump spoke of meeting with 
Putin: “Every time he sees me, he says, 
‘I didn’t do that’ And I really believe 
that when he tells me that, he means it.” 
In the same interview, Trump referred 
to the officials who led the intelligence 
agencies during the election as “politi- 
cal hacks.” 

Trump continually asserts that Rus- 
sia’s meddling in the 2016 election is 
fake news, a hoax or a made-up story, 
even though there is widespread, bipar- 
tisan evidence to the contrary. 

When the nation’s commander in 
chief refuses to acknowledge a threat to 
U.S. democracy, it makes it all the more 
difficult to address the problem. For 
this reason, we name Trump’s claim 
that the Russia interference is a hoax 
as our Lie of the Year for 2017. 

» See RUSSIA, 6A 


MORE 
INSIDE 


Notable 
misstatements 
about Trump 


In the past year, the 
president has been 
on the receiving 
end of bad infor- 
mation. 6A 


Missteps from 
Trump’s team 


The White House 
team seems to 
follow in Trump's 
footsteps when 
defending him. 7A 


SEE ALL THE LIE OF THE YEAR NOMINEES AT POLITIFACT.COM 


Women 
dread 
#MeT00 


fallout 


With more speaking up about 
sexual harassment, many fear 
the backlash against women 
working in the Capitol will grow. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
TALLAHASSEE — As Florida’s politically 
powerful men fear becoming targets of sexual 
harassment allegations, the newfound aware- 
ness of a male-dominated Legislature has come 
with a cost: women are collateral damage. 
Female staffers and lobbyists who returned to 
the Capitol last week for presession meetings, 
discovered many male legislators will no lon- 
ger meet with them privately. Accustomed to 
Tallahassee’s Southern culture, where men and 
women casually and routinely 
greet each other with hugs, 
legislators are doing an awk- 
ward dance to replace a hug 
with a handshake. And the 
fear of retaliation — against 
women who brought forward 
allegations or those who may 
in the future — is as raw as 


the fear that legislators’ polit- Lobbyist 
ical enemies could turn sexual Jennifer 
harassment claims into new Green agrees 
political weapons. that the 

“I had a senator say, ‘I need culture has to 
my aide here in the room change. 


29 


because I need a chaperone, 
said Jennifer Green, a veteran lobbyist, after 
meeting with a senator in his Capitol office to 
discuss a client’s issue. “I said, ‘Senator, why do 
you need a chaperone? I don’t feel uncomfort- 
able around you, do you feel uncomfortable 
around me? Well; he said, ‘anyone can say any- 
thing with the door shut?” 

Now, with allegations against Sen. Jack Latv- 
ala being investigated amid the national #MeToo 
movement, many women fear that as more 
speak out, the backlash against women working 
in the Capitol will grow stronger. 

» See BACKLASH, 4A 


YouTube 


Ryan, whose last name is closely guarded, 
opens a Disney Tsum Tsum advent calendar 
in Monday’s episode of Ryan ToysReview. 


Playing with 
toys pays off 


Ryan, 6, is one of today’s biggest 
stars — on YouTube. This year, 
his videos made him $11 million. 


Washington Post 

When most people think back on the child 
celebrities of their time, they likely think of child 
movie actors, the well-trained stars of showbiz. 
For some, these were stars like Mary-Kate and 
Ashley Olsen, or Macaulay Culkin from Home 
Alone. For others, they were Judy Garland or 
Shirley Temple. 

For kids these days, however, some of the big- 
gest stars are not actors at all but YouTube stars. 

And one of the biggest of them all is a 6-year- 
old named Ryan who plays with toys — mesmer- 
izing millions of children across the globe. 

Since he was 3 years old, Ryan’s parents have 
been capturing videos of him opening toys, play- 
ing with them and “reviewing” them for videos 
posted on their YouTube channel, Ryan ToysRe- 
view. 

Ryan’s last name, and his place of residence are 
a closely guarded secret, and not without reason. 

Ryan has become a multimillionaire, accord- 
ing to Forbes magazine’s just-out list of highest 
paid YouTube entrepreneurs. He was ranked 
No. 8, having brought in $11 million in reve- 
» See YOUTUBE, 7A 


